
 
Grant Arthur Gochin  
10900 Winnetka Ave, Chatsworth, CA 91311  
United States of America 
 
President of the Lithuanian Republic 
Dalia Grybauskaite 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
I am a citizen of Lithuania, born in South Africa. My grandfather is from Papile, [and] served in the 
Lithuanian military during the interwar period, and my grandmother is from Birzai.  
 
I am writing to you in order to bring to your attention that, in Lithuania, the historical events related to 
the [Jewish] population’s Genocide are ignored or distorted. Some idealize the underground heroes of 
the Second World War, others simply turn a blind eye to the Holocaust. Lithuania fails to look at itself 
with open eyes, and is afraid of its history’s painful moments. It is particularly disappointing that this is 
done by public institutions which influence the views of the population.  
 
The Academy of Sciences Library is located near the Cathedral Square. It was founded in 1931 by the 
famous public figure, the lawyer Tadas Vrublevskis, who gave the building as a gift to serve the people 
through education and the fostering of culture. A commemorative plaque dedicated to one of the 
underground resistance’s "heroes" Jonas Noreika, hangs on a wall of the building. The memorial 
plaque’s installation took place in 1997, without official authorization; the library did not object. The 
memorial plaque reads  
 
"Jonas Noreika-General Vetra, the renowned resistance fighter, organizer and leader of the Lithuanian 
National Council and Lithuanian Armed Forces, who was shot on 2/26/1947, worked in this building from 
1945-1946.”  
 
In accordance with literary sources and well-known historical documents, Jonas Noreika was the head of 
Siauliai County, and followed the instructions of the Siauliai Regional Commissar, as it related to persons 
of Jewish heritage, and issues [questions] related to their property, during the Nazi occupation between 
1941-1943. Also, historical documents throw a shadow on J. Noreika as having given a verbal order on 
July 13th of 1941 to kill all the Jews who lived in Plunge.  
 
On 5/10/2015 I approached the Mayor of Vilnius, with a request to investigate whether awards given to 
persons who possibly collaborated with the Nazi regime, were not detrimental to the city of Vilnius and 
Lithuania's image. My request was forwarded by the municipality to the Genocide Research Center, 
which conducted an examination, and provided its conclusions on 7/2/2015 regarding J. Noreika’s 
biography, via a letter (attached).  
 
After evaluating the documents quoted, and the arguments by the Genocide Research Center, I 
approached the Mayor of Vilnius, with a request for the removal of the memorial plaque. Understanding 
the true essence of the issue, on 7/23/2015 my appeal was supported by Lithuanian intellectuals, 
including [Dr.] Violeta Kelertas, Dr. Diana Varnaitė, [Dr.] Leonidas Donskis, [Dr.] Tomas Venclova and 
others (attached).  
 



Later, in October of 2015, the Genocide Research Center published the results of a new investigation 
“Jonas Noreika’s activities in Nazi-occupied Lithuania”, addressed to the Government Chancellor, the 
Mayor of Vilnius, and the Director of the Library of the Academy of Sciences.  
 
On November 16th, 2015 the Genocide Center posted following message on social media’s Facebook:  
 
"The contempt being shown for Lithuanian patriots is organized by neighbors from the East. They are 
assisted by some Jews, but also by a sufficiently large number of Lithuanians, (their last names [are] 
listed below the request to rescind the Award [Order], remove the plaque) in defamatory press articles. 
Some do it consciously, others – out of stupidity."  
 
The Municipality rejected our request. After more than a year, the Vilnius Municipality stated that the 
removal of the memorial plaque does not require a municipal decision, and did not provide additional 
arguments (attached).  
 
Obviously, in this situation, the determinant influence comes from the actions of the Genocide Research 
Center in shaping the opinion of institutions and the public. The function of the Center is to provide the 
public with research and objective information regarding the 20th century genocide related to the 
extermination of individuals of Lithuanian and Jewish nationality. I think that the execution of her 
functions as the leader of the Genocide Research Center, Terese Birute Burauskaite, are flawed, her 
revisions of historical facts related to Holocaust events are unfounded, interpretation of surviving and 
publically available documents is subjective, presentation of conclusions to the public and institutions 
deny that J. Noreika rendered assistance to the Nazis, and radical public utterances incite polarization of 
the population.  
 
The biography of the individual, J. Noreika, who assisted the Nazi regime, is being corrected by scanty 
merit patches of exaggerated, aggrandized unrealized underground "deeds". I agree with your opinion 
that everyone, who is guilty of crime of humanity, guilty of war crimes, should get just punishment, 
however, it seems that Lithuania today is striving to blur out horrifying war memories by offering the 
public a new interpretation of history.  
 
The Genocide Research Center's statement found that until the Nazi occupation in June of 1941, Jonas 
Noreika served in Lithuanian army, and held the rank of Captain. On 8/3/1941 J. Noreika was appointed 
the head of Siauliai County.  
 
It found that there remains an order, signed by J. Noreika on 8/22/1941 (attached), addressed to the 
heads of Siauliai county and the cities mayors, declaring that from August 25 to 29 Siauliai County Jews 
were to be transferred to the Žagarė ghetto, and the description of the property they left behind was to 
be presented to the county governor.  
 
It found that there remains an order, signed by J. Noreika on 9/10/1941, addressed to the heads of 
Siauliai County and the cities mayors, instructing that the movable property of these Jews was to be 
liquidated according to this procedure: "A portion of the property was to be protected/stored until 
further notice, a portion of the property was to be earmarked for schools, parishes, post offices, 
shelters, hospitals and other institutions part of the assets were to be distributed to victims of war and 
to be sold at auction. " The money was to be provided to [the J. Noreika’s managed] County 
administration fund.  
 



In her findings, the Director of the Genocide Center, Teresa Birute Burauskaitė, terms the orders 
“letters”, thus mitigating the content of the order documents, and minimizing J. Noreika’s role in the 
isolation of the Jews, and the administration of their property.  
 
Historically, there were 3 ghettos in the county of Siauliai. Jews from the city of Siauliai and the 
surrounding county were moved to two of them, which had been established by the 7/23/1941 order of 
the head of Siauliai County.  
 
The third was the ghetto in Žagarė. It was established when the Siauliai ghettos became full. People 
were transferred to it by the 8/22/1941 order of the Siauliai County head, Jonas Noreika. It should be 
noted that the Žagarė ghetto was not converted to into a concentration camp as the Siauliai ghettos had 
been. On 10/2/1941 2236 people were shot to death in the Žagarė city park (633 men, 1107 women, 
and 496 children).  
 
Although Noreika worked for a civilian institution, the institution served Nazi purposes: it organized the 
transfer of people to the Žagarė ghetto, and the confiscation and sale of their property. The 9/10/1941 
decree from J. Noreika regarding the administration of confiscated Jewish property, mentioned that the 
property will be designated to the various social institutions (schools, etc.), as well as to victims of war.  
 
Historical documents indicate the contrary. Assets, and the profits derived from them, were used for 
Nazi military industry needs. Jonas Noreika’s 11/5/1941 instructions to the Siauliai county board and the 
cities mayors that money received through Jewish assets, was to be paid into Gebiet Komissar’s account 
at the Reich Kreditbank in Siauliai by 11/15/1941, are known and published.  
 
The Genocide Research Center’s findings are silent on those facts and documents. When commenting 
on J. Noreika’s collaboration with the Nazi regime, Terese Birute Burauskaite’s findings state that 
"historiographically, the isolation of Jews, and their mass murder are not seen as two identical things”, 
“the driving of Jews into the ghettos provided the Nazis with the opportunity for exterminating the 
Jews, that is, to annihilate them as an objectionable race, but there are no news about J. Noreika’s being 
associated with the organization or execution of the mass murder of Jews. "  
 
Such an interpretation of historical events distorts the objective truth and indicates an inability to come 
to terms with the events of the Holocaust. It is not understood, at which point Lithuania’s 
"historiography" separated collaboration which occurred during the Holocaust from crimes against 
humanity? Although the roles maybe not the same, but the actions were directed towards one goal. The 
establishment of ghettos and expropriation of Jewish property cannot be assessed separately from the 
mass murder – it is a part of the crimes of the Holocaust.  
 
The Genocide Research Center’s October 2015 findings state that "knowledge about J. Noreika’s 
activities after the uprising at the end of June and in July of 1941, are rather fragmented, <but> in 
summary, it can be said that in July of 1941, Capt. Jonas Noreika-had an official relationship with two 
institutions – the LAF organization in Telsiai, and the Office of the Commandant in Plunge.  
 
Despite ascertained circumstances that Noreika was associated with organizations known to have 
carried out the extermination of the Jewish people in the Siauliai region (June-July 1941), the Genocide 
Research Centre's findings state that "It should be noted that he could not perform such functions 
because <.... > police structures were not his resort, but rather civilian agency staff and their managers. "  
 



It should be noted that J. Noreika’s shadow falls on the 7/13/1941 order to kill, given in Plunge. J. 
Noreika worked at the Nazi offices in the Plunge Kommandant's head-quarters before his appointment 
as the head of Siauliai County.  
 
The findings of the Genocide Research Center state that from June of 1941 J. Noreika engaged in active 
anti-Nazi activities. The findings provide no evidence to support these arguments and statements. The 
Genocide Center also did not entail J. Noreika’s contribution to Lithuania in connection with resistance 
to Communist government. The Genocide Center also did not set down that J. Noreika was sentenced to 
death by a Military Tribunal under the Russian SFSR Criminal Code: Article 58 1 (Treason). He was 
rehabilitated for this deed in 1991 by the Lithuanian Supreme Court. The findings also do not provide 
the reason for his receipt of the Award of the First Degree.  
 
The rehabilitation from treason against the Soviet Fatherland, the First Degree Order, and the 
determination of alleged anti-Nazi activity (not established in the documents) cannot hide the shame 
that J. Noreika incurred towards Lithuania during the war. The idealization of J. Noreika today diminishes 
the image of all Lithuanian partisans, shows disrespect for the memory of Holocaust victims, and 
encourages the polarization of society.  
 
In commemorating the 76 year anniversary of the Holocaust in Lithuania, in the name of the dead from 
the Siauliai county and their loved ones, I ask Your Excellency to take all measures given by the powers 
of the Presidency to prevent the honoring of contributors to the genocide of residents of Lithuania, and 
protect the memory of the silent Holocaust victims.  
 
With Respect, 
Grant Arthur Gochin  
USA, Chatsworth, 2017 January 27 
 
PRIDEDAMA:  
1. Gyventojų  
PRIDEDAMA:  
1. Gyventojų rezistencijos tyrimų centro išvada;  
2. Gyventojų rezistencijos tyrimų centro išvada dėl J.Noreikos veiklos 1941-1943 m.;  
3. Gyventojų rezistencijos tyrimų centro Facebook paskyros išrašas;  
4. J.Noreikos 1941-08-22 įsakymas;  
5. 2015 kreipimasis į Vilniaus miesto merą;  
6. 2015 piliečių kreipimasis į Vilniaus miesto merą;  
7. 2016 advokato raginimo raštas;  
8. 2016 Vilniaus miesto savivaldybės atsakymas.  
IŠNAŠOS:  
1 http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Pazymos/201510_noreika_pazyma01.pdf  
2 (LCVA, f R-1099, ap.1, b1,l 156)  
3 (LCVA, f R-1099, ap.1, b1,l 239)  
4 Šiaulių apskrities valdybos raštas, 1941-11-05 (LCVA, f. 1624, ap.1, b. 5, l.224), J. Levinson. The Shoah 
(Holocaust) in Lithuania, Vaga 2006  
5 http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Pazymos/201510_noreika_pazyma01.pdf p. 2 
 

http://genocid.lt/UserFiles/File/Pazymos/201510_noreika_pazyma01.pdf%20p.%202

























































