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Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act any written communication to or from university
employees regarding university business is a public record and may be subject to public disclosure.

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign occupies the lands of the Peoria, Kaskaskia,
Piankashaw, Wea, Miami, Mascoutin, Odawa, Sauk, Mesquaki, Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Ojibwe, and
Chickasaw Nations. These lands were the traditional territory of these Native Nations prior to their
forced removal; these lands continue to carry the stories of these Nations and their struggles for
survival and identity. These Nations remain in relationship with these lands, and as a land-grant
institution, the University of Illinois has a particular responsibility to acknowledge these
relationships, its role in their dispossession, and its duty to facilitate their restoration.

From: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 4:17:00 PM
To: Qayyum, Faizaan <qayyum2@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Greenlee,
Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: LeRoy, Ben <bleroy@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Chiu-Shee, Colleen
<ccs32@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin <dallred2@illinois.edu>; Farah Rivadeneyra, Irene
<irenef@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>; Fang, Kerry <kfang@illinois.edu>;
Braun, Lindsay Maurer <lmbraun@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Novoa
Echaurren, Magdalena <mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Perez
Figueroa, Omar <operez10@illinois.edu>; Walker, Rebecca Holloman <rhwalker@illinois.edu>;
Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: RE: Re Taking a Position
 
Dear Faizaan, Marc and DURP faculty
I first wish to thank Faizaan for his informative emails with important historical facts to be
reminded of.  I also want to thank Marc as I fully trust that he is trying all he can. I am sure if the
post is not down it is not because he has not communicated our collective wish. FAA
communication team must be facing legal constraints.  Having said that, I like and support
Faizaan’s proposal 



 Just a
thought.  
In solidarity,
Faranak
 
From: Qayyum, Faizaan <qayyum2@illinois.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 1:21 PM
To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: LeRoy, Ben <bleroy@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Chiu-Shee, Colleen
<ccs32@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin <dallred2@illinois.edu>; Miraftab, Faranak
<faranak@illinois.edu>; Farah Rivadeneyra, Irene <irenef@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar
<kensalo@illinois.edu>; Fang, Kerry <kfang@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer
<lmbraun@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena
<mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Perez Figueroa, Omar
<operez10@illinois.edu>; Walker, Rebecca Holloman <rhwalker@illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph
<rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: RE: Re Taking a Position

 
Thank you Marc.
 
I have thought long and hard about this. I am convinced that it is insufficient to assign
responsibility to the college, or the university leadership at large, and then simply take a seat.
 
The social media handle has our name on it (Planning at Illinois). It is only reasonable that

 
As lecturer and the most contingent among all our faculty perhaps I do not enjoy the same



rights to collective governance as all of you (I recognize here that my role does not include a
service component). I urge you all to use your position as faculty to 

 
May I remind you all once again that all competent legal forums and all countries of the world
including the US recognize Israel’s occupation of East Jerusalem to be illegal. Moreover, the
post comes in the backdrop of a military campaign that the International Court of Justice has
determined to be a “plausible” genocide. If that is 

 
Sincerely
 
Faizaan
 
From: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu> 
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 12:35 PM
To: Qayyum, Faizaan <qayyum2@illinois.edu>; Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: LeRoy, Ben <bleroy@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Chiu-Shee, Colleen
<ccs32@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin <dallred2@illinois.edu>; Miraftab, Faranak
<faranak@illinois.edu>; Farah Rivadeneyra, Irene <irenef@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar
<kensalo@illinois.edu>; Fang, Kerry <kfang@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer
<lmbraun@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena
<mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Perez Figueroa, Omar
<operez10@illinois.edu>; Walker, Rebecca Holloman <rhwalker@illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph
<rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: RE: Re Taking a Position

 
Thanks, Faizaan. I will be happy to talk to you, or to anybody else on this thread, individually about the
situation. The department social media account is run by the college, and control over this has been
taken out of our hands. It’s not a situation anybody is happy with, and we are doing everything we can
to find a solution.
 
Marc Doussard
Professor and Head
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
 
From: Qayyum, Faizaan <qayyum2@illinois.edu> 
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 11:57 AM



To: Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: LeRoy, Ben <bleroy@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Chiu-Shee, Colleen
<ccs32@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin <dallred2@illinois.edu>; Miraftab, Faranak
<faranak@illinois.edu>; Farah Rivadeneyra, Irene <irenef@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar
<kensalo@illinois.edu>; Fang, Kerry <kfang@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer
<lmbraun@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena
<mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary
<mmedward@illinois.edu>; Perez Figueroa, Omar <operez10@illinois.edu>; Walker, Rebecca
Holloman <rhwalker@illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: Re Taking a Position

 
Dear Andrew, Marc, and other colleagues
 
While we continue to consider the letter that our students have circulated, I want to emphasize
that the department has already taken a position with its most recent social media posts.
While it wasn’t live on Facebook, it was still posted on Instagram when I last checked. I am
happy to share screenshots on request.
 
East Jerusalem - including the old quarter - is recognized by international law as
part of Palestine. The International Court of Justice has repeatedly called Israel’s actions in
East Jerusalem a colonial occupation. Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have
repeatedly decried the violent, apartheid, racist policies that are operationalized in
occupied Jerusalem everyday, including apartheid housing policies that systematically exclude
or displace some groups from East Jerusalem (and the West Bank, but the social media posts
focus on East Jerusalem so I stop there).
 
This has also consistently been the American position until Donald Trump made it a little more
vague in 2017. The US continues to refer to Israelis in East Jerusalem as “settlers” even today.
In 2022, when Biden visited East Jerusalem, his staff removed the Israeli flags from his
motorcade indicating US non recognition of Israeli sovereignty over East Jerusalem.
 
By referring to East Jerusalem as Israel, and posting with it a giant image of the flag of the Israeli
state, the department has explicitly taken a position in support of settler colonialism and
in contradiction of positions taken by the US, UN, and international law. It has
explicitly endorsed a violent, racist, apartheid form of settler colonialism that is inflicted upon
communities of East Jerusalem that has been condemned by all countries of the world
(including the US until 2017) and by all international legal forums including the UN’s
International Court of Justice.
 
The glorification of “unity” tropes used in the said post are akin to calling forceful



school integration of Native American children a grand plan for “unity” in North
America.
 
I am not even going into the general aversion for context that the post displays. Situating the old
quarter and East Jerusalem in Israel is a blanket condonation of everything wrong that planning
has historically done. It negates everything that the department says it stands for today.
 
As Andrew said, the department cannot take sides. I’m struggling to understand how we can
post something that negates and contradicts international law and legal jurisprudence, and still
claim the department hasn’t taken a side.
 
If I may dare to say as much, I think corrective actions are due. Once again, East Jerusalem is
formally, legally designated as occupied Palestinian territory by the UN and not
recognized as Israeli territory by any UN member state.
 
Broader debates on zionism and the genocidal character of the situation in Gaza
notwithstanding, the legal position alone is strong enough to justify a clarification and course
correction.
 
Sincerely,
 
Faizaan
 

On Sep 4, 2024, at 4:00 PM, Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
wrote:
 
Dear Colleagues – 
 
I am forwarding the below letter to you on behalf of members of our Ph.D. student
community. Please note their request for you to consider signing on as individuals to
their letter which they wish to forward to the faculty senate.
 
As a reminder, the Department as a matter of policy does not sign on to letters or
endorse statement, however, we may offer our support as individual faculty. Please feel
welcome to direct any questions about the letter to our doctoral students directly.
 
Best,
 
Andrew



 
ANDREW J. GREENLEE, PH.D.
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Room M210, Temple Hoyne Buell Hall
611 Lorado Taft Drive (MC 619)
Champaign, IL 61820
217.333.9069 | agreen4@illinois.edu | @urbprof
UIUC Website | Illinois Housing Lab | andrew-greenlee.com
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From: >
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 5:11 PM
To: Andrew Greenlee <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: " >, "

, "
" >, "Qayyum, Faizaan"
<qayyum2@illinois.edu>, " ,

>
Subject: Circulating Our Letter Regarding Silencing Policies
 
Hello professor Greenlee,
 
We finalized writing the letter that the DSUP board discussed with you in a
previous meeting regarding the University's silencing policies. Please circulate it
among DURP members as you see fitting.
 
We will be collecting signatures until September 10. We will then send it to our
faculty senate representative. It looks like professor Lee is no longer our faculty
senate representative and it is now professor Braun, can you please confirm that?
 
Thanks,

 



From: Qayyum, Faizaan
To: Greenlee, Andrew Jordan
Cc: LeRoy, Ben; Lee, Bumsoo; Chiu-Shee, Colleen; Allred, Dustin; Miraftab, Faranak; Farah Rivadeneyra, Irene; Salo,

Ken Edgar; Fang, Kerry; Braun, Lindsay Maurer; Russell, Tyran; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena; Doussard, Marc J;
Edwards, Mary; Perez Figueroa, Omar; Walker, Rebecca Holloman; Pendall, Rolf Joseph

Subject: Re Taking a Position
Date: Monday, September 9, 2024 11:57:12 AM

Dear Andrew, Marc, and other colleagues

While we continue to consider the letter that our students have circulated, I want to emphasize
that the department has already taken a position with its most recent social media posts.
While it wasn’t live on Facebook, it was still posted on Instagram when I last checked. I am
happy to share screenshots on request.

East Jerusalem - including the old quarter - is recognized by international law as part of
Palestine. The International Court of Justice has repeatedly called Israel’s actions in East
Jerusalem a colonial occupation. Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have
repeatedly decried the violent, apartheid, racist policies that are operationalized in occupied
Jerusalem everyday, including apartheid housing policies that systematically exclude or
displace some groups from East Jerusalem (and the West Bank, but the social media posts
focus on East Jerusalem so I stop there).

This has also consistently been the American position until Donald Trump made it a little
more vague in 2017. The US continues to refer to Israelis in East Jerusalem as “settlers” even
today. In 2022, when Biden visited East Jerusalem, his staff removed the Israeli flags from his
motorcade indicating US non recognition of Israeli sovereignty over East Jerusalem.

By referring to East Jerusalem as Israel, and posting with it a giant image of the flag of the
Israeli state, the department has explicitly taken a position in support of settler colonialism and
in contradiction of positions taken by the US, UN, and international law. It has explicitly
endorsed a violent, racist, apartheid form of settler colonialism that is inflicted upon
communities of East Jerusalem that has been condemned by all countries of the world
(including the US until 2017) and by all international legal forums including the UN’s
International Court of Justice.

The glorification of “unity” tropes used in the said post are akin to calling forceful school
integration of Native American children a grand plan for “unity” in North America.

I am not even going into the general aversion for context that the post displays. Situating the
old quarter and East Jerusalem in Israel is a blanket condonation of everything wrong that
planning has historically done. It negates everything that the department says it stands for
today.

As Andrew said, the department cannot take sides. I’m struggling to understand how we can
post something that negates and contradicts international law and legal jurisprudence, and still
claim the department hasn’t taken a side.

If I may dare to say as much, I think corrective actions are due. Once again, East Jerusalem is
formally, legally designated as occupied Palestinian territory by the UN and not
recognized as Israeli territory by any UN member state.



Broader debates on zionism and the genocidal character of the situation in Gaza
notwithstanding, the legal position alone is strong enough to justify a clarification and course
correction.

Sincerely,

Faizaan

On Sep 4, 2024, at 4:00 PM, Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
wrote:

Dear Colleagues – 
 
I am forwarding the below letter to you on behalf of members of our Ph.D. student
community. Please note their request for you to consider signing on as individuals to
their letter which they wish to forward to the faculty senate.
 
As a reminder, the Department as a matter of policy does not sign on to letters or
endorse statement, however, we may offer our support as individual faculty. Please feel
welcome to direct any questions about the letter to our doctoral students directly.
 
Best,
 
Andrew
 
ANDREW J. GREENLEE, PH.D.
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Room M210, Temple Hoyne Buell Hall
611 Lorado Taft Drive (MC 619)
Champaign, IL 61820
217.333.9069 | agreen4@illinois.edu | @urbprof
UIUC Website | Illinois Housing Lab | andrew-greenlee.com
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From: " >
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 5:11 PM



To: Andrew Greenlee <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: "

 "Qayyum, Faizaan"
<qayyum2@illinois.edu>, 

Subject: Circulating Our Letter Regarding Silencing Policies
 
Hello professor Greenlee,
 
We finalized writing the letter that the DSUP board discussed with you in a
previous meeting regarding the University's silencing policies. Please circulate it
among DURP members as you see fitting.
 
We will be collecting signatures until September 10. We will then send it to our
faculty senate representative. It looks like professor Lee is no longer our faculty
senate representative and it is now professor Braun, can you please confirm that?
 
Thanks,



From: Doussard, Marc J
To: Mortensen, Peter; Kemphues, Debbie
Subject: Re: Meeting
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 10:15:53 PM

Thanks. Let's take the 8am zoom.

Marc

From: Mortensen, Peter <pmortens@illinois.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 10:12:25 PM
To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Kemphues, Debbie <dkemphue@illinois.edu>
Subject: Re: Meeting
 
Hi, Marc,
 
I’m available tomorrow (Wednesday):
 
11:00-1:00
2:00-3:00
and, if need be, 4:30-5:30
 
I’ll be in my office at these times and can meet in-person or on Zoom. Could also do 8:00-9:00 if need
be (via Zoom).
 
Best,
 
Peter
 

From: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>
Date: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 at 9:30 PM
To: Mortensen, Peter <pmortens@illinois.edu>, Kemphues, Debbie <dkemphue@illinois.edu>
Subject: Meeting

Hi Peter. Sorry to send you up this way, but we have a student letter demanding removal of the
post and much else, and discussing the department's complicity in genocide. It would probably
be a good idea to talk tomorrow.
 
Marc



On Sep 4, 2024, at 4:00 PM, Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>
wrote:
 
Dear Colleagues – 
 
I am forwarding the below letter to you on behalf of members of our Ph.D. student
community. Please note their request for you to consider signing on as individuals to
their letter which they wish to forward to the faculty senate.
 
As a reminder, the Department as a matter of policy does not sign on to letters or
endorse statement, however, we may offer our support as individual faculty. Please feel
welcome to direct any questions about the letter to our doctoral students directly.
 
Best,
 
Andrew
 
ANDREW J. GREENLEE, PH.D.
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Room M210, Temple Hoyne Buell Hall
611 Lorado Taft Drive (MC 619)
Champaign, IL 61820
217.333.9069 | agreen4@illinois.edu | @urbprof
UIUC Website | Illinois Housing Lab | andrew-greenlee.com
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From: " >
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 at 5:11 PM
To: Andrew Greenlee <agreen4@illinois.edu>
Cc: "

 "Qayyum, Faizaan"
<qayyum2@illinois.edu>, 



Subject: Circulating Our Letter Regarding Silencing Policies
 
Hello professor Greenlee,
 
We finalized writing the letter that the DSUP board discussed with you in a
previous meeting regarding the University's silencing policies. Please circulate it
among DURP members as you see fitting.
 
We will be collecting signatures until September 10. We will then send it to our
faculty senate representative. It looks like professor Lee is no longer our faculty
senate representative and it is now professor Braun, can you please confirm that?
 
Thanks,

 




