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@ Outlook

Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

From Benkraouda, OQuafa <ouafab2@illinois.edu>

Date Thu 5/27/21 7:54 AM
Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>

To
c [N

Go it!
From: "Miraftab, Faranak" <faranak@illinois.edu>

Date: Thursday, May 27, 2021 at 4:53 PM
To: "Benkraouda, Ouafa" <ouafab2@illinois.edu>

cc: I

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

Get Outlook for i0OS

From: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 7:53:35 AM
To: Benkraouda, Ouafa <ouafab2@illinois.edu>

cc: I

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine
F

Get Outlook for i0OS

From: Benkraouda, Ouafa <ouafab2@illinois.edu>
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 7:46:29 AM

To: Miraftab| Faranak <faranakﬁillinois.edu>
Cc:

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| see!
Thanks for the clarification. | am glad we have the choice to make such decisions._

Thanks!

Ouafa

From: "Miraftab, Faranak" <faranak@illinois.edu>
Date: Thursday, May 27, 2021 at 3:47 PM

To: "Benkraouda, Ouafa" <ouafab2@illinois.edu>
Cc:*

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

F
Get Outlook for i0OS

about:blank?windowld=SecondaryReadingPane1 1/4



11/2/24, 2:12 PM Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine - Toth, Heather - Outlook

From: Benkraouda, Ouafa <ouafab2@illinois.edu>

Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2021 3:39:14 AM

To: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>

cc: NG

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine
Hi Faranak,

| hope you are doing well.

Thanks!

From: "Miraftab, Faranak" <faranak@illinois.edu>

Date: Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 8:18 PM

To: "Benkraouda, Ouafa" <ouafab2@illinois.edu>

Cc:

Subject: RE: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine
Whatever is the group’s decision you can directly sign in at the website.

Thanks

f.

From: Benkraouda, Ouafa <ouafab2@illinois.edu>
Sent: Saturday, May 22, 2021 11:18 AM

To: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>;
Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine
Hi Faranak,

Thank you for sending this. Thank you for always standing with justice all throughout!

From: "Miraftab, Faranak" <faranak@illinois.edu>

Date: Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 5:37 AM

To: "Benkraouda, Ouafa" <ouafab2@illinois.edu>,

Subject: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine
Greetings

| am reaching out to you as leadership of DSUP and SPO, to share the statement shared with faculty for

endorsement.

Best
f.

On May 21, 2021, at 2:25 PM, Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu> wrote:

Dear DURP community

I am writing to you in regards to a statement that some colleagues have written in support of ending the
occupation in Palestine that speaks to our special responsibilities as architects and planners. We hope that
it will be endorsed by architecture schools, urban planning departments and other organisations involved
in the built environment.

Like the movement for Black Lives last year and so many social movements before it, there is a threshold
of support that when crossed, quickly becomes a cascade. After so many years of deadlock, we believe
we are close to reaching that moment with the struggle for Palestinian freedom.

For the first time in our memory, cultural and academic institutions are speaking out and naming what to
many Palestinians have been long indisputable facts: settler colonialism and apartheid.

We know we share a lot of values in common and are committed to fight racial, gender and class based
oppression. Our shared support for this statement would lend it enormous strength and resonance and
so I hope that you will consider standing alongside others in endorsing it.

We plan to make the statement public at the end of this week. We hope to include a number of
institutions, schools and departments as signatories at launch time. Please read the statement at the link
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below. If we unanimously support the statement we can sign as DURP, otherwise like #19 we can list
individuals within DURP that endorse the statement. If by the end of today I hear from you I can do so,
otherwise we can continue adding names to the list as individuals.

In solidarity,

Faranak (On behalf of colleagues initiating this support)

Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

We recognise that architecture and urban planning are both the means and the ends of Israeli settler
colonialism and state terror. As architects and planners, it is our moral and ethical duty to
acknowledge that the tools of our profession have been co-opted to violate the legal rights of the
Palestinian people.

Over the last weeks we have witnessed the destruction and massacre carried out in Gaza. We
watched bombs collapse multi-storey buildings and destroy homes, livelihoods, and the
headquarters of news organisations. We have seen soldiers and settlers ethnically cleanse
neighbourhoods of Palestinian residents in Sheikh Jarrah. We have seen cultural institutions tear
gassed and raided, libraries, schools, and hospitals burned and destroyed. Armed supremacist mobs
were seen lynching Palestinians on live television, and destroying Palestinian homes and businesses
while protected by the police. Livelihoods have been shattered.

In the West Bank, the ongoing expansion of illegal settlements strategically fragments the Palestinian
landscape, cutting through neighbourhoods and separating people from their families and from their
lands. In Gaza an entire population is incarcerated in an open-air prison enclosed by concrete walls
and gun towers. Gazans are denied basic services. They are even denied the opportunity to rebuild
what has been destroyed. In Sinai, Bedouin villages are crushed by bulldozers forcing their
inhabitants off ancestral lands. In Jerusalem, the state sponsors a methodical programme of
apartheid planning that aims to expel remaining Palestinian residents.

We refuse to be silent as tens of thousands of innocent people are dispossessed and hundreds more
killed.

We hear and amplify the calls for solidarity emanating from the Palestinian people and their allies
around the world as they strive for freedom.

We join the Palestinian people in their immense sorrow and anger and stand alongside of them in
their struggle against apartheid, colonization, and state oppression.

We support the right to resist ongoing Israeli settler colonial occupation and its destruction of
indigenous Palestinian lands.

We learn from a long history of struggles against racist oppression and their continuation in the
present. We believe that the fight against white supremacy, colonialism and anti-semitism are
inseperable.

We welcome those, who in recent days, have begun to express their horror at the violence being
wrought on Palestine and its people and that have publicly announced their support for and
solidarity with the Palestinian struggle as inseparable from struggles against racism, patriarchy, and
settler colonial violence worldwide.

As a result of this, countless institutions, organisations, and groups are joining the chorus of voices
now demanding an end to Israeli occupation.

In the last years a profound change has swept through architectural and planning education. A
recognition of our complicity in settler colonialism, incarceration and white supremacy is resulting in
calls for decolonisation, abolition, indigenous rights and class consciousness. We welcome this
change and its impact on curricula, studios, and lecture series across the world as architects and
planners begin to center anti-racist, social justice and political liberation movements.

We call on everyone to recognise that these injustices are not just abstract or historical; they are
active, ongoing and nowhere more embodied than in the Palestinian movement for liberation
confronting the Israeli settler colonial state.

We recognise that architecture and planning continue to be used by Israel to consolidate and extend
its illegal occupation of Palestinian land through:

e The state sanctioned execution of Palestinian people

e The violent expulsion and dispossession of Palestinian people

e The deliberate maiming of Palestinian bodies
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® The denial of access to health and education services

o The collective punishment of the Palestinian people

® The systematic destruction of Palestinian homes

e The expansion of Israeli settlements against international law

® The racial segregation of roads and infrastructure

e The fragmentation of the Palestinian territory

® The siege, indiscriminate destruction and massacres in Gaza

As architecture and planning educators, we oppose the apartheid policies of the Israeli settler
colonial state. We commit to amplify the voices, stories, and histories of Palestinian people in their
struggle for justice and freedom from occupation, through the following:

1. Pressuring our institutions to support the Palestinian call for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions and
refusing to engage in partnerships with entities that enact or implement Israel’s apartheid policies.
2. Supporting student, faculty and staff activism for justice in Palestine

3. Holding accountable those who undermine academic freedom within our institution by silencing,
threatening or bullying students, staff, and faculty who speak up against Israeli State violence

4. As we teach about architecture’s complicity in settler colonialism and apartheid, we commit to
teaching about Palestine by centering Palestinian scholarship and experience.

SIGNING: We are restricting endorsement to the name of the institution, organization, college,
school, department, programmes or course. The reason for this is to encourage dialogue around the
issues raised by this statement at an institutional level. We accept where Deans, Chairs, Directors,
and Programme Heads wish to include their name alongside the aforementioned.

Please go to the website to endorse this statement of solidarity.
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pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

From: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:47 PM

To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: RE: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

No problem. Thank you and sorry for repeated emails.
Faranak

From: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:31 PM

To: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>; Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>
Subject: Re: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

OK -- it's done now. Apologies for the confusion.

Marc Doussard

Associate Professor

Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

From: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:26 PM

To: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>
Subject: RE: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

Reiterating that here—sorry Marc, | thought | said so to you too.

From: Miraftab, Faranak

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 12:23 PM

To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>

Cc: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: RE: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

| am confident in what | heard from Rolf in our zoom conversation on Friday morning. | raised with him the
solidarity statement and he stated he is leaving town right after our meeting, has no time to engage with this nor
does he want to hear from DURP while gone. Any matter should go to you as the associate head.

Faranak

From: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:16 PM




To: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>
Cc: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>
Subject: Re: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

Faranak,

Marc Doussard

Associate Professor

Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

From: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, May 25, 2021 1:02 PM

To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>

Cc: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: pls respond----RE: signing on to the solidarity statement--

Marc

If you rather | enter the
endorsement on behalf of the department with unanimous faculty support, | can do that. | just need you to
delegate that to me. | have Rolf cc-d as in his absence you can delegate responsibilities.
Thank you.
Faranak

From: Miraftab, Faranak

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 8:13 PM

To: Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>
Subject: signing on to the solidarity statement--

Marc

the website can be accessed -if you scroll down there is a space to sign in. Since we had a
unanimous support for this, the signature can be Department of Urban and Regional Planning,
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign (no individuals name needs to be listed).

For your convenience these are the questions below. Please let me know if you need help. Faranak




From: Miraftab, Faranak
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 11:01 AM
To: Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>

Subject: RE: FW: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

Marc, with this we have unanimous faculty support and if you don’t mind please enter us as a department
endorsing the statement. The website asks if the person entering info has authority to do so, which you do as
acting Head. Thank you

Faranak

From: Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2021 10:56 AM

To: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>

Cc: Doussard, Marc J <mdoussl@illinois.edu>

Subject: Re: FW: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

Hi Faranak,

L .

Yes, I support the statement.
Arnab

On May 24, 2021 10:12 AM, "Miraftab, Faranak" faranak@illinois.edu wrote:
Hi Arnab

We have heard from all faculty except for you. If you are in support, with a
unanimous vote Marc (as Associate Head) can enter the name of the dept in endorsement. If you do not agree
that is fine, just let us know in that case he will list all individual names of DURP members. The website is not set
up for individual support.
Thank you
Faranak

From: Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>
Sent: Sunday, May 23, 2021 5:41 PM
To: Fang, Fang <fangf@illinois.edu>




Cc: Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary M <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Greenlee, Andrew Jordan
<agreen4@illinois.edu>; Sarmiento, Hugo <hugos@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>; Allred,
Dustin <dallred2@illinois.edu>; Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer
<Imbraun@illinois.edu>; Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>;
Kennedy, Sean Francis <seankenn@illinois.edu>; Novak, Alice <novak2 @illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren,
Magdalena <mnovoa®@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <|oturner@illinois.edu>; Schneider, Daniel W
<ddws@illinois.edu>; Kowalski, Jennifer Ann <jakowal@illinois.edu>; Cottrell, Karen <kcottre2 @illinois.edu>
Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

I support the statement.

Rolf Pendall / rpendall@illinois.edu

On May 22, 2021, at 3:50 PM, Fang, Fang <fangf(@illinois.edu> wrote:

| support this statement. Thanks Faranak.

Best
Fang

Fang Fang, PhD

Lecturer
Department of Urban and Regional Planning

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Room 232, Temple Hoyne Buell Hall

From: Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>

Sent: Saturday, May 22, 2021 4:22 AM

To: Edwards, Mary M <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>;
Sarmiento, Hugo <hugos@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin
<dallred2 @illinois.edu>

Cc: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer <Imbraun@illinois.edu>;
Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Fang, Fang
<fangf@illinois.edu>; Kennedy, Sean Francis <seankenn@illinois.edu>; Novak, Alice
<novak2@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena <mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran
<loturner@illinois.edu>; Schneider, Daniel W <ddws®@illinois.edu>; Kowalski, Jennifer Ann
<jakowal@illinois.edu>; Cottrell, Karen <kcottre2 @illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph
<rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: RE: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| support the statement as well.

Bumsoo



From: Edwards, Mary M <mmedward@illinois.edu>

Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 7:51 PM

To: Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>; Sarmiento, Hugo <hugos@illinois.edu>; Salo,
Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin <dallred2 @illinois.edu>

Cc: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer <Imbraun@illinois.edu>;
Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Fang, Fang
<fangf@illinois.edu>; Kennedy, Sean Francis <seankenn@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo
<bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Novak, Alice <novak2@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena
<mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Schneider, Daniel W
<ddws@illinois.edu>; Kowalski, Jennifer Ann <jakowal@illinois.edu>; Cottrell, Karen

<kcottre2 @illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: RE: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| support as well.
Mary.

From: Greenlee, Andrew Jordan <agreen4@illinois.edu>

Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 7:32 PM

To: Sarmiento, Hugo <hugos@illinois.edu>; Salo, Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>; Allred, Dustin
<dallred2@illinois.edu>

Cc: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer <Imbraun@illinois.edu>;
Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary
M <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Fang, Fang <fangf@illinois.edu>; Kennedy, Sean Francis
<seankenn@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo <bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Novak, Alice <novak2@illinois.edu>;
Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena <mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>;
Schneider, Daniel W <ddws@illinois.edu>; Kowalski, Jennifer Ann <jakowal@illinois.edu>; Cottrell,
Karen <kcottre2 @illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| also support this statement.

Andrew J. Greenlee, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Director of MUP Admissions

Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
M210 Temple Buell Hall

611 Lorado Taft Drive

Champaign, IL 61821
agreend@illinois.edu

Office: 217-333-9069

@urbprof

Under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act any written communication to or from
university employees regarding university business is a public record and may be subject
to public disclosure.

From: "Sarmiento, Hugo" <hugos@illinois.edu>
Date: Friday, May 21, 2021 at 5:34 PM
To: Ken Salo <kensalo@illinois.edu>, "Allred, Dustin" <dallred2 @illinois.edu>




Cc: Faranak Miraftab <faranak@illinois.edu>, Lindsay Braun <Imbraun@illinois.edu>, Arnab
Chakraborty <arnab@illinois.edu>, Marc Doussard <mdouss1@illinois.edu>, Mary Edwards
<mmedward@illinois.edu>, "Fang, Fang" <fangf@illinois.edu>, Andrew Greenlee
<agreen4@illinois.edu>, Sean Kennedy <seankenn@illinois.edu>, Bumsoo Lee
<bumsoo@illinois.edu>, Alice Novak <novak2@illinois.edu>, "Novoa Echaurren,
Magdalena" <mnovoa@illinois.edu>, "Russell, Tyran" <loturner@illinois.edu>, Daniel
Schneider <ddws@illinois.edu>, Jennifer Kowalski <jakowal @illinois.edu>, "Cottrell, Karen"
<kcottre2 @illinois.edu>, Rolf Pendall <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| support this statement. Thank you Faranak.

Hugo Sarmiento

Assistant Professor

Department of Urban & Regional Planning
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

From: Salo, Ken Edgar <kensalo@illinois.edu>

Sent: Friday, May 21, 2021 4:37 PM

To: Allred, Dustin <dallred2 @illinois.edu>

Cc: Miraftab, Faranak <faranak@illinois.edu>; Braun, Lindsay Maurer <Imbraun@illinois.edu>;
Chakraborty, Arnab <arnab@illinois.edu>; Doussard, Marc J <mdouss1®@illinois.edu>; Edwards, Mary
M <mmedward@illinois.edu>; Fang, Fang <fangf@illinois.edu>; Greenlee, Andrew Jordan
<agreend@illinois.edu>; Kennedy, Sean Francis <seankenn@illinois.edu>; Lee, Bumsoo
<bumsoo@illinois.edu>; Novak, Alice <novak2@illinois.edu>; Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena
<mnovoa@illinois.edu>; Russell, Tyran <loturner@illinois.edu>; Sarmiento, Hugo
<hugos@illinois.edu>; Schneider, Daniel W <ddws@illinois.edu>; Kowalski, Jennifer Ann
<jakowal@illinois.edu>; Cottrell, Karen <kcottre2 @illinois.edu>; Pendall, Rolf Joseph
<rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: Re: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

| support ending apartheid everywhere as a crime against humanity
Ken

On May 21, 2021 at 4:13 PM, <Dustin Allred> wrote:

| support — thanks for sending Faranak.

Dustin Allred, PhD

Lecturer

Department of Urban and Regional Planning
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

From: "Miraftab, Faranak" <faranak@illinois.edu>

Date: Friday, May 21, 2021 at 2:25 PM

To: "Allred, Dustin" <dallred2 @illinois.edu>, "Braun, Lindsay Maurer"
<Imbraun@illinois.edu>, "Chakraborty, Arnab" <arnab@illinois.edu>, "Doussard, Marc J"
<mdouss1@illinois.edu>, "Edwards, Mary M" <mmedward@illinois.edu>, "Fang, Fang"
<fangf@illinois.edu>, "Greenlee, Andrew Jordan" <agreen4@illinois.edu>, "Kennedy, Sean
Francis" <seankenn@illinois.edu>, "Lee, Bumsoo" <bumsoo@illinois.edu>, "Novak, Alice"




<novak2@illinois.edu>, "Novoa Echaurren, Magdalena" <mnovoa@illinois.edu>, "Russell,
Tyran" <Joturner@illinois.edu>, "Salo, Ken Edgar" <kensalo@illinois.edu>, "Sarmiento,
Hugo" <hugos@illinois.edu>, "Schneider, Daniel W" <ddws@illinois.edu>, "Kowalski,
Jennifer Ann" <jakowal@illinois.edu>, "Cottrell, Karen" <kcottre2 @illinois.edu>, "Pendall,
Rolf Joseph" <rpendall@illinois.edu>

Subject: Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

Dear DURP community

I am writing to you in regards to a statement that some colleagues have written in support of ending the
occupation in Palestine that speaks to our special responsibilities as architects and planners. We hope
that it will be endorsed by architecture schools, urban planning departments and other organisations
involved in the built environment.

Like the movement for Black Lives last year and so many social movements before it, thete is a
threshold of support that when crossed, quickly becomes a cascade. After so many years of deadlock,
we believe we are close to reaching that moment with the struggle for Palestinian freedom.

For the first time in our memory, cultural and academic institutions are speaking out and naming what to
many Palestinians have been long indisputable facts: settler colonialism and apartheid.

We know we share a lot of values in common and are committed to fight racial, gender and class based
oppression. Our shared support for this statement would lend it enormous strength and resonance and
so I hope that you will consider standing alongside others in endorsing it.

We plan to make the statement public at the end of this week. We hope to include a number of
institutions, schools and departments as signatories at launch time. Please read the statement at the link
below. If we unanimously support the statement we can sign as DURP, otherwise like #19 we can list
individuals within DURP that endorse the statement. If by the end of today I hear from you I can do
so, otherwise we can continue adding names to the list as individuals.

In solidarity,
Faranak (On behalf of colleagues initiating this support)

Architecture and Urban Planning Organizations Stand in Solidarity for Palestine

We recognise that architecture and urban planning are both the means and the ends of Israeli
settler colonialism and state terror. As architects and planners, it is our moral and ethical duty to
acknowledge that the tools of our profession have been co-opted to violate the legal rights of the
Palestinian people.

Over the last weeks we have witnessed the destruction and massacre carried out in Gaza. We
watched bombs collapse multi-storey buildings and destroy homes, livelihoods, and the
headquarters of news organisations. We have seen soldiers and settlers ethnically cleanse
neighbourhoods of Palestinian residents in Sheikh Jarrah. We have seen cultural institutions tear
gassed and raided, libraries, schools, and hospitals burned and destroyed. Armed supremacist mobs
were seen lynching Palestinians on live television, and destroying Palestinian homes and businesses
while protected by the police. Livelihoods have been shattered.

In the West Bank, the ongoing expansion of illegal settlements strategically fragments the
Palestinian landscape, cutting through neighbourhoods and separating people from their families
and from their lands. In Gaza an entire population is incarcerated in an open-air prison enclosed by
concrete walls and gun towers. Gazans are denied basic services. They are even denied the
opportunity to rebuild what has been destroyed. In Sinai, Bedouin villages are crushed by bulldozers



forcing their inhabitants off ancestral lands. In Jerusalem, the state sponsors a methodical
programme of apartheid planning that aims to expel remaining Palestinian residents.

We refuse to be silent as tens of thousands of innocent people are dispossessed and hundreds
more killed.

We hear and amplify the calls for solidarity emanating from the Palestinian people and their allies
around the world as they strive for freedom.

We join the Palestinian people in their immense sorrow and anger and stand alongside of them in
their struggle against apartheid, colonization, and state oppression.

We support the right to resist ongoing Israeli settler colonial occupation and its destruction of
indigenous Palestinian lands.

We learn from a long history of struggles against racist oppression and their continuation in the
present. We believe that the fight against white supremacy, colonialism and anti-semitism are
inseperable.

We welcome those, who in recent days, have begun to express their horror at the violence being
wrought on Palestine and its people and that have publicly announced their support for and
solidarity with the Palestinian struggle as inseparable from struggles against racism, patriarchy, and
settler colonial violence worldwide.

As a result of this, countless institutions, organisations, and groups are joining the chorus of voices
now demanding an end to Israeli occupation.

In the last years a profound change has swept through architectural and planning education. A
recognition of our complicity in settler colonialism, incarceration and white supremacy is resulting
in calls for decolonisation, abolition, indigenous rights and class consciousness. We welcome this
change and its impact on curricula, studios, and lecture series across the world as architects and
planners begin to center anti-racist, social justice and political liberation movements.

We call on everyone to recognise that these injustices are not just abstract or historical; they are
active, ongoing and nowhere more embodied than in the Palestinian movement for liberation
confronting the Israeli settler colonial state.

We recognise that architecture and planning continue to be used by Israel to consolidate and
extend its illegal occupation of Palestinian land through:

The state sanctioned execution of Palestinian people

The violent expulsion and dispossession of Palestinian people
The deliberate maiming of Palestinian bodies

The denial of access to health and education services

The collective punishment of the Palestinian people

The systematic destruction of Palestinian homes

The expansion of Israeli settlements against international law
The racial segregation of roads and infrastructure

The fragmentation of the Palestinian territory

The siege, indiscriminate destruction and massacres in Gaza

As architecture and planning educators, we oppose the apartheid policies of the Israeli settler
colonial state. We commit to amplify the voices, stories, and histories of Palestinian people in their
struggle for justice and freedom from occupation, through the following:



1. Pressuring our institutions to support the Palestinian call for Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions and
refusing to engage in partnerships with entities that enact or implement Israel’s apartheid policies.
2. Supporting student, faculty and staff activism for justice in Palestine

3. Holding accountable those who undermine academic freedom within our institution by
silencing, threatening or bullying students, staff, and faculty who speak up against Israeli State
violence

4. As we teach about architecture’s complicity in settler colonialism and apartheid, we commit to
teaching about Palestine by centering Palestinian scholarship and experience.

SIGNING: We are restricting endorsement to the name of the institution, organization, college,
school, department, programmes or course. The reason for this is to encourage dialogue around the
issues raised by this statement at an institutional level. We accept where Deans, Chairs, Directors,
and Programme Heads wish to include their name alongside the aforementioned.

Please go to the website to endorse this statement of solidarity.





