Rosh HaShana Simanim Renewed

1YY YTNNY DYIWAY 1IN MDD )N 1 (WIAT2 MON)
A919 BYIYA Y9 1Y AP NIV MY
(Apples and honey) May it be our Father in heaven’s
desire to bring a new year that’s good and sweet for
us and all the world.

NIV DNV DNVYIY AN MATN 1IN 7 (19N)
(Dates) May it our Father in heaven’s desire to bring
an end to warmongering.

12NN 12PY DIIWAY AN MY NN T (1)
RiJalak)
(Pomegranate) May it be our Father in heaven’s
desire that our constructive actions multiply like
the seeds of a pomegranate.

APNPOT Y DNYIAY AN NN 1IN I (M2 5\N02Y)
(Runner beans or black-eyed peas) May it be our
Father in heaven’s desire that our positive
contributions increase.

NIV PHNDNY DMNIVIY ININ NN NN O (RPDID)
(Beets) May it be our Father in heaven’s desire that
hostile aggression be eliminated.

YT APIY DINDWIAY 1IN 9N NINT O (NYDT PN NXIP)
APNPIT I INIPN ,)INT I
(Gourd) May it be our Father in heaven’s desire that
prejudice is torn aside, and we are seen for the good
we do.

NYPHY DDAV 1IN 2990 NINT D (N9 ,NY1D ON79)
NIY
(Leeks) May it be our Father in heaven’s desire that
toxic hatred is cut off.

DYDYV 1IN NN IO (DI IN WA INITHY UK)
A0TN DY XYY WNRIN DY DIVNIY
(The head of a fish or a lamb or a garlic) May it be
our Father in heaven’s desire that we think with
our heads not with our ... tails.

MV NI MHNY DMIVIY IPIN NN )N ()
210 D2IYN 52 S 1Y
(Carrots) May it be our Father in heaven’s desire
that there are good outcomes in store for us and
all the world.




It’s traditional to begin the Rosh HaShana evening meal by eating a set of symbolic
foods, each with its own siman, sign. The first and best-known of these, apples and
honey, is based on qualities of the food - goodness and sweetness. Most of the others
are based on wordplays. The simanim that have been customary since medieval times
focus on the harm we wish for our enemies and the good we want for ourselves. I've
changed the Hebrew slightly to emphasize actions (and attitudes) over actors, and I've
offered a free English rendering reflecting some of the crises we face today. As nations
trample over nations, I've emphasized an end to warmongering. As the climate crisis
escalates, I've emphasized the need for action. As broadly united peoples split into
hostile tribes, I've emphasized the importance of thinking rationally and rejecting
prejudice.

May this year’s curses cease, and the New Year’s blessings begin!
(Hear Rabbi Hayim Louk sing the beautiful Sephardi piyut that is the source of this wish here.)

11992 MY SNM NP MY NYIN
(Find the words of the piyut in Hebrew with transliteration and English translation here.)

This is a version of the traditional simanim.

NPINNMI NIV MV DY YTNNY DIYIY ININ NN 1IN 1 (W2T2 M)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that You renew for us a good and sweet year.

ANPNNIYINNMY DINWIAY 1IN NN )N O (19N)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that our enemies be consumed.

12735 1°1N1197 127PY DMWY 1IN NATN NN O (P))
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that our merits increase as [the seeds of] a
pomegranate.

APNPITIAPY DNHYIAY AN MNADN )INT O (M2 NXAY)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that our merits increase.

APRNVIPONDY DNV ININ MAN 1IN M (RPDI0)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that our adversaries be removed.

T2397 INAP T T W YIPIY DINWIAY 1IN M0N0 )INT O (NYDT PN XIP)
APNPOY
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that the decree of our sentence be torn
asunder; and may our merits be proclaimed before You.

APNNY INTINY DYV 1IN NN 1IN X7 ()Y ,NW5 Y1)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that our enemies be decimated.

1D NDY UNRID 1PNV DNWAY AN NADN 1IN O (WA IN) )T HY UXI)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that we be as the head and not as the tail.

N0 P IOY MHNY DMWY 1IN N9YN NI 1 (M)
May it be the will of our Father who is in heaven that You decree upon us good decrees.

Diana Lipton (Diana@DLipton.com)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAnMHnI7Hz8
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/513b9fc4e4b0b5df0ebd941d/t/56a1954340667a56d43386d3/1453430084042/Achot+Ketana.pdf
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